During the year the first real experience has been gained of the arrears regulations which were designed as an improvement upon the original plan, snd it can be said at once that the amount of detail involved in the practical application of the revised plan has been so great as to call forth insistent demands from all descriptions of approved societies for simplification. We put forward suggestions ourselves in our issue for August 14 last, which, if adopted, would have the effect of reducing detail work to a minimum, the underlying idea being that there is not the same necessity for penalising arrears of contribution when the payment of contributions is compulsory as when the payment is voluntary. All that is required is, in our opinion, a definite standard whereby it may be possible for approved societies to decide whether a member has ceased to be normally engaged in employment within the meaning of the Act.
Medical and Sanatorium Benefits.
Another feature of the year as affecting National Insurance matters is the increase in the price of drugs. This increase led to the appointment of a Departmental Committee to report upon the Drug Fund, and as a result of the report a revised plan of paying the chemists' accounts on a commercial tariff has been adopted. 
